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OPERATIONS 
Airmen from the 144th Fighter Wing returned to the Fresno airport from a seven month 
deployment overseas to Iraq and Afghanistan. Seventeen members of the wing’s Civil 
Engineering RED HORSE Squadron and one member of the Logistics Readiness Squadron 
departed the base in mid-October 2006 for Fort McCoy, Wis., where they were taught Combat 



Skills Training by Army personnel prior to departing for the Middle East. Then Airmen deployed 
to augment the 202nd RED HORSE Squadron from the Florida ANG, which was tasked to 
perform an Army mission that the Army could not support. The unit’s missions included 
repairing runways, paving roads, and constructing temporary buildings throughout Afghanistan 
and Iraq. RED HORSE stands for Rapid Engineer Deployable Heavy Operational Repair Squadron 
Engineers, and the unit’s mission is to provide a highly mobile, rapidly deployable civil 
engineering response force which can perform heavy damage repair for recovery of critical Air 
Force facilities. 2006 
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